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you lustful and angry dispositions, you too would
sin," replied the Lord.
The angels ventured to believe that it would
be otherwise; God thereupon gave them permission
to select two angels to be sent on earth among
men with human passions. Harut and Marut
were chosen for their piety. Then God said:
" All day go to and fro on the earth; put an
end to the quarrels of men; ascribe no equal to
Me; do not commit adultery; drink no wine;
and every night repeat the exalted Name of God
and by the power of that Name return to Heaven.*'
For some time they obeyed the divine command;
but one day they met a beautiful woman named
Zuhra, and through her they fell. She tempted
them to drink wine. One said:
"God has forbidden it."
"God is merciful and forgiving," replied the
other, and they drank. Under the influence of
the wine they killed the husband of Zuhra and
revealed to her the "exalted Name." No sooner
had they uttered it than it escaped their memory
and they were unable to return to Heaven. God
punished them, and they were banished for ever
from His presence. The woman was changed to
the evening star, Venus, and she shines in the sky